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-DETERIoRATED
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TheNewBittermanbuildingislocatedat2o2-204Main.Streirtnext
to the old Bitterman building; both struetures are joined by a comon

party waIl. (Photo 1) Although evidence indicates that a building
has occupied this site since at least the 1850ts, the present edifl-ce

was erecred in 
"ppto"i-*"te1y 

1923 after a fire damaged several buildings
in the dovmtown axea-

Like the old Bitterman structure, the nelter three-storied Bitlerman

buildinghas.arectangularplan.Themainfacadeisthreebayswideand
islaidinsent-rrrdressedlimestone;theremainderofthebuildingisset
in a common bond brick Pattern. (Photo 2) The structurers design is
derived from the utilitarian style of the chicago comercial school of

"r"trii""aor.. 
,aratJ"gttithe buiiding's exterior contains little enbelllshment'

the first floor is tri,,-ed with """i ito" and marble panell-ng which extends

around the base of the facade. The double gLazed wood doors aL the entrance

to the building feature a single-light transom. of special interest 13 the

original curved glass entrancew"y "ittot-tnded 
on either slde by large fLxed

sash displaY windows.

The chicago-style lights orr the upPer two elevations are divided into
rhree parrs-- a-large cenlral light wtttr narrow flanking lights and a

transom bar, aI1 wilh fixed sashes. The window-heads are flat with plain
nou'! ding on the sides, and the si1ls aad window-aurrounds are made'from

snooth-faced cut stone, as is the parapet entablature capping the ediflce'
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SPECTFTC DATES Ig23 BU ILDER/ARCH ITECT Clifford ShoPbell & ComPanY

STATEMENT OF SI GN I FICANCE

The New Bitrerman Building aL 202-2O4 Main Street adjoins the older
Bitterman Building. A photograph dating back to the 1880's shows that a

more embellished structure occupled this site at that time; it was probably
desigrred by local architect Frank J. Schlotter (1864-1943), who began his
pt".ii.. with the Reid Brothers firm in 1882. 'In appnoximately 1923, a

iire heavily damaged the building, which was then extensively remodelled into
a more functional- and modern edifice. The design of the new structure is
the work of Clifford Shopbell (1871-1939) and Company' one of Evansville's
Bost prominent architectural firms.

In stark contrast to the more ornate features of the adjoining Old

BLtterman Bulldlng, the New Bitterman Building is a locally rare example of
the Chicago .o*.icial school of architecture. Its utiLitarian style is most

evident in the plain but handsome three-part Chicago lights' Two bays in
wridth;, the,windorers',feature, a.large central lighl rgith !w9 narrower flanking
lights, in addition to a transom bar. The parapet entablature is also
uniffectedly sinple and modern in design and continues to bear the inscribed
nme "Bitternantt, which for nearly a century represented one of the cityrs
most prominent retail jewelry businesses in downtown Evansville'



f,l unl oR BrBLr ocRApHr cAL REFERENcE s

(See contjn:aticn sheet)

@CEOGRAPHICAL DATA
ACREAGE oF NoMTNATED pRopERTy less than one acre
eUADRANGLE Neve Evansville South. Ind.-Kv.
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(See continuation Sheet)
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LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES

CODE' COUNTY

cooE COUNTY

;.:i4
fironM PREPARED BY

NAME / TITLE

Joan C. Marchand and Patricia K. Sides, Historic Preservatlon Specialists
ORGANIZATION DATE

Department of Metropolitan Development December 21. 1979
STREET & NUMBER TELEPHOI.IE

8L2-426-5487Room 301 O1d Courthouse Center, 4th & Vine Sts.
CITY OR TOWN

Evansville
STATE

rndiana 4'l -? a t.
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NATIONAL 
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hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the Register and certify that it
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As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 {Public Law 89-665),
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LOCAL HISTORIES AND ATLASES

Griffine's Atlas of Vanderbursh Countv. Indiana. Philadelphia: D. J.
Lake & Co., 1880; reprint ed., Evansville: Unigraphic, lnc', and

Friends of Willard Library, I975

PERIODICALS

Central Library Newspaper Clipping File

(Frank J. Schlotter obituary.) Courier, 15 May 1943.

PHOTOGRAPHIC SOIIRCES

Evansville Tllustrated. 9 Parts. Chicago: H. R. Page & Co., 1889;

-reprint 

.d- U.r.ns.ritl": Unigraphic, Inc., and Friends of Willard
Library, L977.

PRIMARY SOURCE MATERIALS

City of Evansville Building Permits.

Evansville City Directories, 1858+.

Vanderburgh County Deed Indexes and Records.

Vanderburgh County Tax Assessment Books.
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Part of 1ot number 109 in the original Plan bounded as follows:
beginning at a point 18 feet and 9 inehes from the corrler of said
lot on Main and Second Streets running thence al-ong Main Street towards
Third Streer 374 feet thence at right angles to liain Street and parallel
to Second Street towards the alley in the rear of sai.d 1ot 90 feet
thence on a line parallel with Matn Street towards Second Street 371
feet and thence to the place of beginning.
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New Bitternan Building
2A2-2A4 Main Street
Evansville r Indiana
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